
Lung Cancer Alliance



Who We Are

Only national non-profit organization 
dedicated solely to providing patient 
support and advocacy for those living 

with or at risk for lung cancer



Who We Are

•
 

Established in 1995

•
 

National Headquarters Washington, DC

•
 

Network of Chapters

•
 

Community, National and Global Partnerships

•
 

Core Mission

–
 

Patient Support
–

 
Public Health Strategies

•“Politics vs. Science”



Powerful facts

5 Year Suvival Rates
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Powerful Facts

Research Spending $ per Death for 2007
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Powerful facts

• Diagnosis profile

–35% current smokers
–50% former smokers
–15% never smokers (2/3 women)

% of New Lung Cancer Cases
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Tracing the Movement

•

 
Pre 1960s—Hidden Victims
–

 
Little public discussion

•

 
1960s—Breast Cancer Goes Public
–

 
Emerging sense of openness 

•

 
1970s—Awareness Builds
–

 
High profile acknowledgements emerge

•

 
1980s—Activism Takes Hold
–

 
Susan G. Komen for the Cure established

•

 
1990s—Political Activism Emerges
–

 
National Breast Cancer Coalition established

•

 
Today—Funding, awareness, survivorship peak

•

 
$100M vs. $1B



Changing Health Policy: Federal

•

 
First Ever Senate and 
House Resolutions 
(passed)

–

 
Elevate lung cancer to 
a National public 
health priority

–

 
Multi-agency plan of 
attack

–

 
Benchmarks to gauge 
progress



Changing Health Policy: Federal

S.332/H.R.2112

–

 
Landmark, 
comprehensive, multi 
agency authorizing 
legislation

–

 
$75 million for 1st

 

yr 
of 5 yr plan

–

 
DOD, HHS, VA to 
develop coordinated 
plan



Changing Health Policy: Federal

IT IS OFFICIAL: $2O MILLION FOR NEW 
LUNG CANCER RESEARCH NOW LAW

• LCA top priority

• DOD Lung Cancer Research Program



Changing Health Policy: Federal

• Other Priorities
–Increase NIH/NCI funding 
–Health Reform
–21st

 
Century Cancer Care Act

–Tri-Caucus Disparity Legislation
–VA Independent Budget
–Lung cancer hearing
–Coalition Building



Changing Health Policy: State

•
 

State Chapters

•
 

Legislative firsts

•
 

Proclamations

•
 

State Comprehensive 
Cancer Plans

•
 

MSA/Tobacco Tax



National Awareness: National and State 
Report Cards



National Awareness: Proclamations 
and Media 



Advocacy in Action

Mobilize Grassroots 
Army



LCA Next Steps

• Provide new platforms for patient support 
and care

• Continue building movement for social 
change

• Increase public health funding for lung 
cancer research



“The world is moved along, not only by the 
mighty shoves of its heroes, but also by 
the aggregate of tiny pushes of each 
honest worker.”

--Helen Keller



Lung Cancer Alliance
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